Interpreting The Rejection Of National Socialism By A Neo-Nazi 


In 2012 a British right-wing activist, an extremist jailed for racist violence, and an ideologue who for thirty years 
supported neo-nazism, published two articles explaining his reasons for rejecting National Socialism, in one of which he 
condemned Hitler as "a flawed individual who caused great suffering and whose actions and policies where 
dishonourable and immoral". A year later he was to write a 30 page semi-autobiographical essay analyzing extremism 
in general and his rejection of all extremisms. 


Somewhat surprisingly, given his notoriety which included being arrested in 1998 for incitement to murder and 
incitement to racial hatred, the three articles were ignored by his antifascist opponents and even today, a decade 
later, the academics who have written about him and his neo-nazi activities and theorizing have never analyzed them. 


The person in question is David Myatt, a former bodyguard of Colin Jordan, {1} one of the prominent figures in 
post-1945 neo-nazism; a member of the paramilitary neo-nazi group Column 88; {2} who took over the leadership of 
Combat 18 when its founder Charlie Sargent was imprisoned for murder {3} and who allegedly wrote a terrorist 
manual which "provided a detailed step-by-step guide for terrorist insurrection with advice on assassination targets, 
rationale for bombing and sabotage campaigns, and rules of engagement." {4} 


While there has been some speculation for this neglect of these three and other post-2012 anti-extremist writings of 
his {5} we shall attempt to analyze the two 2012 articles titled Some Philosophical and Moral Problems of National- 
Socialism, and Hitler, National-Socialism, and Politics: A Personal Reappraisal. {6} 


Some Philosophical and Moral Problems of National-Socialism 


In this article Myatt, referencing Aeschylus, Sophocles ,and the Epwwvec, philosophically and scholarly criticized Hitler 
and National Socialist Germany in terms of Ancient Greek literature, mythology, and UBptc (hubris) writing that: 


"In purely practical terms, the acceptance and use of the principle of kampf together with the acceptance of 
Hitler as embodying the collective will of the volk, inevitably led to the military defeat of NS Germany. For all 
mortals are fallible and military defeat is always inevitable, given time and even if such a defeat has internal, 
not external, causes. For tyrants and monarchs die, are overthrown, or are killed; Empires flourish for a while 
- a few centuries perhaps, at most - and then invariably decline and fade away; oligarchies come and go 
with monotonous regularity, lasting a decade or perhaps somewhat longer; rebellions and revolutions will 
break out, given sufficient time, and will often succeed given even more time - decades, centuries - and 
even following repeated and brutal repression. 


Thus, philosophically, the general error here by Hitler and his followers was the obvious one of UBptc. A lack 
of understanding, an unknowing, of the natural balance - of 5{kn - as well as a lack of empathy, manifest as 
this unknowing, this lack, was in the arrogant belief of a personal and a volkish 'destiny' combined with a 
belief in kampf as a natural and necessary expression of human nature. And UBptc mutEvEt TUPaVVOV - that 
is, UBptc plants, is the seed of, the t0pavvov. Thus, symbolically, we might justifiably say that the Eptv0ec 
took their revenge, for Hitler and his followers had forgotten, scorned, or never known the wisdom, the truth, 
that their fallible mortal lives are subject to, guided by, Moipat tofuop@ot uvhwovec t’ Epos [...] 


In effect, therefore, and in general terms, the National-Socialism of Adolf Hitler was un-wise; based on a mis- 
understanding of human nature, and he himself shown, despite his remarkable achievement of gaining 
power, as lacking a reasoned, a well-balanced, judgement (ow@poveiv) - since such a balanced judgement 
would, as Aeschylus explained in the Oresteia, reveal that méAguoc always accompanies UBptc and that only 
by acceptance of the numinous authority of m&8et udBoc (the new law presented to mortals by immortal 
Zeus) could the tragic cycle of Epic be ended." 


Since National Socialist Germany, The Third Reich, lasted a mere decade and the following Gro&deutsches Reich only 
three years this criticism is justified. 


In moral terms Myatt referencing his Numinous Way philosophy - later expanded into his weltanschauung of pathei- 
mathos {7} - provides a more detailed analysis, writing that National Socialism may be defined by: 


(i) a collective identity and its acceptance; 

(ii) authority and its acceptance manifest in specific individuals and expected obedience to such authority; 
(iii) mandatory enforceable punishment of those contravening or not accepting such authority and the laws 
made by such authority; 

(iv) the use of particular abstractions (for example nation and race) as a criteria for judgement and for 
evaluating individual worth; 

(v) the use of particular abstractions as a criteria for identity; and 

(vi) the use and acceptance of a particular abstraction - kampf - as an embodiment and expression of human 
nature. 


He then contrasts each of these with the principles of his Numinous Way. For example, in respect of point (i) he 
explains that: 


“empathy, as a natural if still under-used and under-developed human faculty, is only and ever individual and 


of the immediacy of the living moment. It is always personal, individual, and cannot cannot be abstracted out 
from an individual living being - that is, it cannot have any causal ideation or be represented by or expressed 
by someone else. 


There is the personal, individual, freedom that the knowing that empathy uniquely presents to the individual, 
and therefore no need of, no sense of, belonging to other than one's immediate surroundings, and no sense 
of identity beyond the personally known, for all human beings encountered are encountered and 
empathically known as they uniquely are: as individuals with their own lives, feelings, hopes, and with their 
own potential and their own past. 


Which in essence means The Numinous Way is the way of individuals, and an individual manner of living to 
be accepted or rejected according to the individual. Thus such a collective identity - and a desire for and 
acceptance of such an identity - is contrary to this very individual numinous way. What matters for The 
Numinous Way is the individual; their empathy, their honour; their personal judgement. What does not 
matter are supra-personal manufactured abstractions such as a ‘nation’. 


Consequently, the empathic, honourable, individual only has a duty to themselves, to their immediate kin, 
and to those personally given a pledge of loyalty: not a duty or obligations to some manufactured collective 
identity however such identity be expressed." 


In regard to point (iv) for example he explains that: 


"According to both empathy and honour, such a judgement of others, such prejudice, on the basis of some 
abstraction such as perceived race or 'nationality' is immoral. The only moral, honourable, criteria is to judge 
individuals as individuals, sans all abstractions, on the basis of a personal knowing of them extending over a 
duration of causal Time. To judge en masse, without such a direct, personal, extended, personal knowing of 
each and every individual is reprehensible. 


In addition, it is immoral - unempathic, uncompassionate, dishonourable - to treat people on the basis of 
their assumed or alleged race or nationality. Thus, the enforced herding of people into ‘concentration camps’ 
on the basis of alleged, assumed, race or nationality is quite unjustifiable, inhuman." 


In regard to point (v) he writes that: 


"Such abstractions included 'blood' and nationality, so that identity became a matter of individuals being 
classified - by themselves, others, and by the State - according to certain chosen abstract criteria based on 
‘race' and heritage. Thus there were distinct notions, distinct levels, of separateness. 


Empathy, however, presents us with an acausal-knowing of life, human and otherwise, and this knowing is of 
ourselves as but one fallible, biologically fragile, mortal, microcosmic nexion, and thus of how our self, our 
perceived and singular separate self-identity, is appearance and not an expression of the true nature of our 
being, which nature is one of connexions, between living emanations, not one of separations. 


Such a revealing of our nature reveals that we should act with empathy and honour in the knowledge that 
our actions affect others or can affect others, directly, indirectly, emotionally, and acausally. That their joy, 
their pain, their suffering, their fate is ours by virtue of us as a connexion to them - as a connexion to all life; 
as one emanation of wuxf." 


There is thus a consistent, logical, moral deconstruction of and rejection of National Socialism by a former neo-nazi 
activist of thirty years standing who has been described as "arguably England's principal proponent of contemporary 
neo-Nazi ideology and theoretician of revolution." {8} 


It therefore seems astonishing that this consistent, logical, moral deconstruction of and rejection of National Socialism 
by a former neo-nazi has been ignored by antifascists, by government sponsored political policy groups pledged to 
fighting racism and extremism, and by academics. 


Hitler, National-Socialism, and Politics: A Personal Reappraisal 


Near the beginning of this essay Myatt quotes from a poem by TS Eliot: 


And what you thought you came for 

Is only a shell, a husk of meaning 

From which the purpose breaks only when it is fulfilled 
If at all. Either you had no purpose 

Or the purpose is beyond the end you figured 

And is altered in fulfilment. 


This, he writes, beautifully expresses where his new learning and thinking have led him and may be leading him; to 
rejecting the views and opinions of his past {9} and to better express what his Numinous Way philosophy means 
morally and personally. He is aware that he: 


"may not have all or even many of the answers required, and that such answers as | do have, or some of 
them, might be erroneous and that therefore may need to be amended. Therefore, all | can do here is try ina 


rather unsatisfactory way to Summarize such answers, such views, of mine." 
The core of the article is one of his answers: 


"the only moral change, the only revolution, that is possible - numinous, good - is that of ourselves; within 
and personal; and this is a reformation of ourselves and then our living of a moral, of an empathic, 
compassionate, honourable, life. 


This precludes the possibility of such a moral individual supporting some cause, some group, some 
movement, some person, in the belief that such a cause, group, movement, or ‘leader’, can 'make a 
difference’ or can or might in some way move us toward some future where there is less suffering [...] 


The Numinous Way is, and can only ever be, an individual way; a non-political, non-religious, choice of 
individuals desirous of developing and using empathy and hopeful of leading honourable lives that do not 
cause or contribute to the suffering of living beings. Lives where one of the greatest virtues - a manifestation 
of our humanity - is considered to be a loyal and personal love between two human beings, regardless of the 
perceived or assumed ethnicity, nationality, social status, or 'sexual orientation’, of the individuals 
concerned." 


As with his Some Philosophical and Moral Problems of National-Socialism there is a consistent, logical, moral 
deconstruction and rejection of National Socialism. 


Conclusion 


We can only conclude that the neglect of this consistent, logical, moral deconstruction and rejection of National 
Socialism by a former neo-nazi activist of thirty years standing is the result of a entrenched, prejudicial and 
peremptory, view of Myatt by current Establishments on both sides of the Atlantic. 
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